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The zoo — home to almost 200 animals,
including lions, tigers, monkeys and
alligators — is the only place in Nevada to
see baboons, wallabies, lemurs and
hyenas, zoo officials said. The zoo is also
one of two U.S. facilities to display a liger, a
cross between at tiger and a lion. The liger Related Links

at the Sierra Safari Zoo is the offspring ofa ™ Sjerra Safari Zoo
male lion and female tiger, Martin said. * Reno Rodeo
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The Rodeo Foundation made the donation because the zoo adds to the quality of life for
many school children, said John Solari, president of the Reno Rodeo Foundation Trustees.

“So many kids from Northern Nevada, along with other organizations, come out here,” Solari
said about the zoo. “This is basically all we have in our area for the kids to see all these
different type of animals. It's a good cause, so hopefully they will keep it going and get some
additional funding.”

Other key contributions include $2,500 from Western Nevada Supply and $1,000 from Saturn
of Reno, Martin said.

“Most of the donations have come from individuals in the $25 and $50 range,” he said.
Martin stressed that the zoo’s money problems are not over.

“This has probably been the worst financial jam we have been in. But we can’t call this a big
fundraising success yet and have everybody stop donating.”

The zoo is targeting the cities of Reno and Sparks for financial help.

“They have not supported us in the past, but we have not asked them to. We are also
beginning to see more interest from the business community and foundations in helping the
zoo. We've had good support from individuals in the past but not from businesses.”

Low attendance at the zoo, which is open from April through October, has put the zoo into
financial jeopardy, Martin said. This year, admissions revenue dropped 11.5 percent, to
$57,418 from $64,841 last year. At the same time, the cost of insurance for the zoo jumped to
$16,000 from $12,700.
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